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Queft. 1. Hat think you of the Drs. Notion of 
\ _ Paradife, who believes it to be Pa- 
rabolical, Chap.7? 
An(o. We think the Dr. evidently contradicts him- 
felf, for in Chap. 7. p. 278. after having cited feveral 
Opinions, he fays, Denique, qui nobifcum Sentiunt in ter- 
ra quidem, fed alia ab hodterna, verum Paradifum, qui 
jam tranfiit, Olim floruiffe tradunt. And laftly, The Opi- 
nion of thele which we affentto, that the true Paraatce was 
icisuaied inthe Earth that was deftroyd, not in this thar is 
now. And in Page 284. fays, Quod eorum captui  1- 
venio accommodarus, Hortum Amanum concipererc, SC. 
‘Moles accommodated himfelf to the apprebenfion of the Peo- 
ple, { as to give ‘ew the Idea, or Notion of 4 pleafant Giar- 
den: And a little after, p. 287. he calls it, Allegortam 
{ccundum Arcanum Sen{um Mofis, adding atque bunc fenfum 
eo Libentius Amplector, Sc. viz. That twas an Allegory, and 
shat Moles bad a fecret meanine, and that he (the Dr. ) 
more willingly embraced that Opinion, becaule there's 19 
glace in the World in which all the Notes and Characters of 
that Garden meet. Th6 there's no need of confuting any No- 
rion that thus deftroys it felf, we fhail now prove,accorc- 
ing to our promile, That the principal Chara‘ters, viz. the 
four Rivers, that are mention'd in the History of Paradife, 
ure at this day certainly known, and that the very place where 
the Garden flood can be affizned very near. And tirft, That 
Euphrates and Tigris, ( which every one agrees were 
rwo of the Rivers) came both from the fame Fountain ; 
for thele two encompafling Ade/cpotamia, give it its 
Name. Salujt allo aflerts the fame, as cited by Origen, 
1. 13.¢.21.4e flumin, Sualuftius autem Author certiffimus 
Alferit Tigrim & Euphbratem uno Fonte Manare in Armenii. 
Siluft an Authentick Author afferts, that Tigris and 
y'npbrates proceeded from the fame Fountam. The 
j.carned Boetius was of this Judgment, who difcourfing 
iow Cafual Events are guided by Providence, as the 
Common Fountain out of which they flow, illuftrates 
-tyy the Simile of Tyeris and Eupbrates, de Contolat. 
Philofop. lL. 5.Carm.1. 


Rubis Achementz Scapulis, wi ver [a fequentum, 
Pe@oribus figit Spicula pugna fugax, 

Tisris CP Eupbrates, uno fe Fonte refolvunt, 
Ex mox abjunctis diffociantur Aqués. 


Add yet to this the Teftimony of Lucan in his Phar- 
a, lib. 3. 

Quaque caput migno tollit cum Trigide magnus 
Euphrates, quos non diverfis fontibus edit 
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Lucen here gives’em the fame rife, only fays they 
came out of ferfir; but ‘tis notorious with the Writers 
ot thole Timesto ca!l all chole Countries Perfia that lay 
under the Dominion of the Perfrae Monarchy, and thus 
Farnab. indwun takes it. Thele Teftimonies confidered, 
we have two Rivers, Euphrates and Tigris: So that 
having the Fountain of one, we want not the o- 
ther. And Prolomy, Gas alla Pliny, lib. 5. cap.24.) 
tells us, that Tigrzs iflues out of the South-fide of the 
Mountain Taurus, in lat. 29, 40. where the place of the 
Garden ot Eden mutt theretore be very near. 

Now wecome co fhow, That the other Rivers were 
only Branches of Tigris Tigris after having 
pilt the Gordiein Mountains, and being ready to enter 
ito Syriz, parts its Streams afunder, encompaffing 
that Countrey. This is plain from Epipbanius in An- 
choret. n. 58. the Eittward branch (according to Pielo- 
my in the Editions of acob Esglar,) running on the 
back of the Mountain Niphates, and the Weftward bends 
its courfe cowards Eupbrates. The Eaftward is this 
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: 
Gihon which the Scripture mentions : it wou'd be too 
Jong to colleé; what the Ancients have faid in proving, 
that Gyndes, Indus, atid Cydnus, are the fame with the 
River Gibon, See Sabellicus Ennead. 1. 1. Divnifius Pe- 
riegotes, Herdotus, lib. t.n. 189,190. Stephanus, Fustin, 
Hiftor. l. 11. Strabo in Geog. lib. 1. Vadiamys in his Ap- 
pendix to his Commentaries upoa Melz. And laftly, 
Epipban. lib. de 12. Gemmis: But this Particular be- 
ing not much contefted by any, we need proceed no firr- 
ther about the River Gihon. 

_ As tor the Weltward Branch of Tigris, itfeparated 
It felf again at Apzdamiz, and made the other two 
Rivers Hiddekel and Pifon. That there is fiucha Dé 
vifion, is plain from Plin, Hitt. lib. 6. cap. 27. about 

Apadamia. The Northern Streams he calis Tignis Mi- 
nor, the Southern Delas, which by irs Courle exa@tly 
aniwers the Charaéter Afofes gives of it, wlio fays that 
It goeth towards the Eaft of Afjjriaz, Gen. 2. 14.. ac- 
cording to the deicription of Gee. Aube who Mays, 
( parts. Clim. 4.) Facer ab oveident. Vigris, Sec. Thus 
allo when Daniel was Governour of Suffana, he faw 
his Vifion upon the Banks of the great Kiver Hiddekel, 
Dan. 10. 4. 

As tor the laft River, the River Pifon, here not only 
Funius, bat all the Learned agree, that the Name Pa- 
fatygris, given it by Pliny, and others, was eafily a!- 
terd from Pyfotygris, which exaétly anfwers to the 
Scituation’of the place, by feveral Texts, Gen. 25.18. 
I Sam.15.7. which is fo clear, we need proceed no 
furcher. 

Laitly, "Tis obfervable, that al] thefe Rivers, or the 
places where thefe Rivers lye, are mention’d in the 
Bible, after the Flood: So that the Earth cou’d not 
poflibly be deftroy’d, as the Dr. wou’d have it. See 
for Pifon, Ecclus. 24,25. tor Havilah, fee t Sam. 15. 7. 
for Cufh, or Ethiopia, encompasd by Gibon, ’tis vei y 
frequent in profane and Sacred Writ; for Afbur, or the 
Eaft of Affria, where Hiddel::1 was, and has now ane- 
ther Name, ‘tisas common: is for Euphrates, we need 
Not mencion it again. Thus we hope we have fairly 
prov'd the Scituacion of the Garden of Eden, raention’d 
in the Hiftory of the Creation, to be no Allegory, nor 
Contradiction, but fuch a great Truth as our Drs. Theo- 
ry can’t fhake. 

Queft, 2. P. 289. Why was not the Woman aff-sid of the 
Serpents {peaking to her ? 

Anfw. She cou’d tear no ill that knew none. 

Queft. 3. Ps 290, Were all the Creatures ( as well as 
the Serpent) Vocalin Paradije as all the Trees were in the 
Dodonian Wood ? Or was it the Serpent ionly ; if the 12/t, 
how came that to deferve the benefit of Speech above tie 
reft ? 

Anfo. The Serpent only, which ina few words, has 
bur juft outrival’d the mifchief of fuch Quefti- 
ons. 

Queft. 4. P. 290. By what Authority may we believ 
the Devil {poke in the Serpent, for the Letter of Mofes inti- 
mates no {uch thing ? 

Anlw. Yes, in Gen. 4.15. He (our Saviour) fhill 
bruile thy (Satan) head, and thou fhrle bruife his heel. 

Queft.5. P. 291. Why fhou'd the Serpent Ire pronus 
in Ventrum, Creep upon bis Belly, forhis Penalty ? Or did 
he walk upon bis Tai! before ? 

An{fw. Probably not the lait, bue che firft, that fo 
oftas we feea Serpent, fo oft we fhowd tee an Hiero- 
elyphick of Man’s Fall and Redemption. 

Quelt. 6. P. 292. Wat wou'd have become of the nu- 
merous iffue of Adam, if he bad not finn’d, wou'd tbat one 
Tree of Life fed’em all, or how Show d they have come by it 2 

Anfw. See our Saviours Anfwer tothe Devil, when 
he tempted him with Hunger. ; 

Qyel? 
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Queft. 7. p.z9:. Nefcio quid five, ec. ufque ad raanus 
manum fricat ? 

An{w. This cou'd not be the modeft Dr- who. talks 
in his Preface of a Chariorem ip(a Vita Relizionem, of Re- 
ligion being dearer than Life. ‘ 

eft. 8: p. 193. Whence bad Adam and Eve their 
Neeile and Thred in the firft day of their Creation ? 

An{w. There was ho need of any for what you have 
-vtranflated Con{uerunt. 

» Queft. 9. p. 293. Why did that Butcher of an Angel de- 
fir ths whole Race of fome Crestutes in skinning of them 10 
**"Cloath Adam and Eve, for there was byt two o) a kind Cre- 
ated ? 

, Aafw. Who tells you there was but two and two of 
a kind Created at firft? You ate not yet got to the 
Ark, but Query, How came any Creatures at allto be 
preferved when your Earth was deftroy’d? You fhould 
Anfwer a Million of fuch Abfurdities before you Ca- 
techife Moles, and the Sacred Truths he has laid down. 

Queft. 10. p. 293. Whether the Fable of the Dragons 
keeping the Apples of Hefperides be not like the Cherubims 
heeping the T ree of Life , e 

Anfw. Tis fo like, that ’tis a Confirmation of the 
Truth ; for near the The{pian-Lake, {o called by Proco- 
piv, tho’ by Svrabo it be call’d Arfena palus, which 1s 
juft by the Fountain of the River Tigris, there's a place 
call’d Sy/pereitis, by tome Hy{pereitis and Hy{peratis, where 
‘tis uppos’d che very Garden of Eden ftood, which no 
doubt gave Life and Name to that Place and Fable you 
mention. 

Quelt. 11. p. 295. Why fhou'd an Infamous Beaft deftroy 
atonce the Elaborate Work of fix days made by an Almighty 
hand ? 

Anfw. No, ‘twas Difobedience, and Eve’s queftion- 
ing the Truth of God, as too many do in this Age. 

Queft. 12. p. 281, 282. What think you of the Dr's Pa- 
rapbrafe upon Mofes, and the Dialogue betwixt Eve and the 
Serpent ; as alfo in that betwixt God, Adam, Eve and the 
Serpent, in their Examination and Sentence ? 

An(w. We look upon the greateft pare of it to want 
that Caution and Prudence as a matter of fo great con- 
fequence might have juftly claim’d, efpecially from one 
of his Charaéter: And fuppofing we fhou'd allow afc- 
fes to {peak here in a fenfe, which tho’ myftical, yet not 
without a due and fuitable end proper for the Authe- 
rity of Afofes, (as the Dr. himfelf ellewhere grants ) 
how unjult and unfair a Treatment wou'd it be to that 
great Law-giver to be ridicul’d, becaufe he {peaks not 
Phyfically as the Dr. does: Some paflages are ludicrous 
enough, and fuiced to the Style of Terrence’s Comedies, 
perhaps taken out of em; and the whole has fuch an 
Air in it, that the Wits of che Tovvn have witht hed 
have gone thro’ all the Bible after the fame manner ; 
an effect We doubt not but the Dr. will be forry to 
hear of. 

Queft. 13. p. 306, 307. Why is the Dr. fo troubled to re- 
concile the Waters above the Firmament with thofe under the 
Firmament, the firft of which feems to be above the Stars, the 
Stars being placed but in the Firmament ? 

An{w. Perhaps the Dr. has not confider’d the Original 
of the word Firmament,in the Hebrew,which fignifies an 
Expanfe, or thing expanded: Nor are thofe Words of 
Mofes above and under the Firmament properly tranfla- 
ted in ghe Englifh ; they fhou’d not have been fupra ex- 
panfum, fed defuper expanfo, a very ufual Pleonafm of the 
Prepofition /uperne,fuper,juxta,for the word is not sot oy 
but yt which things confidered, the’ great 
Dilpieds that’ have been upon this place, need not be 
any diftraction to us, for we find the Fovvyls to be faid 
to fly inthe Firmament of Heaven, the Stars to be fer 
in the Fismament, and fob 26.6. Which bindeth the wi- 
ters in the Clouds, and the Cloud is not broken under them : 
Novv it being all one Expanfe, from the Face of the 
Earth to the higheft Regions ; thus Birds may he faid 
to fly in the Firmament, and the Waters according to 
the foremention’d place of fsb, may be faid to be pro- 
perly divided from the Waters below by the Firmament, 
or fome part of the Expanfe. 

Queft. 14. p. 321, 322. The Dr. feems very fenfible that 
his Treating of Mofes at fuch a rate may give offence 10 ma- 


ny of the fober part of Mankind, and begins to raife {res 
Objections bimfelf, which he anfwers by way of Obvictign - 
Query, Whether bis Anfwers are fufficient, or wherber }, 
had not better conceal'd fuch Notions .in his own Brea/t Pa 
deny'd himfelf a little vain Reputation, than have bagar led 
the Intereft of Religion, efpecially in fuch an Age as this 2 

Anfw. His Anfvyvers are really as good as the Cy) 
will bear, and no more can be expected from ’em. To 
the latter part. of the Queftion, We doubt a very is 
happy Confequence will give ic in the Negative, . 

Queft. 15. The wr. feems to build his whole Theo; 
phyfically : Query, When did Nature arrive to fuch a fi 
gree of Perfection, that any thing cou’d be {aid to be Naturally 

one : 

Anjw, Nature can’t be properly faid to be per 
confequently a thing done Naturally ) baie che ce 
tial Lavvs of Nature are conftituted themfelves by the 
Author of it ; therefore it appears to usa great Wes , 
nefs inthe Dr. to talk of Phyficks, and Natura] E fees 
in a Chaos, which nothing but an Almighty hand c wd 
bring into any Order. ae 


a In the next Mercury will be P1- 
ven an Account of a very Inge- 
nious Project newly found out for 
the Ladies Entertainment thefe 
Winter Evenings. 
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